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MIXED MESSAGES ON
PARK DEIR PROGRESS

The county has been unableto fur-
nish BLAC with adefinite date asto
when the Draft Environmental | mpact
Report for the proposed Bass L ake
Regional Park will be completed.

In anewspaper interview in mid-
June, George Sanders of the County
opined to the reporter that the park
DEIR would be out “in about thirty
days.”

However, Dee Olberding, one of our
Governmental Affairs Committee
members, recently asked about the
noise monitorsthat wereto bein-
stalled to measure ambient noisein the
neighborhood in connection with the
DEIR. Shereceived thereply that “the
DEIR preparation processis still un-
derway.”

Hopefully moreinformation on the
status of the DEIR will be available at
the July Parks Commission meeting.
Any new information that is made
availablewill beemailed outto BLAC
membersimmediately. 4

BASS LAKE ROAD: THE

ROAD TO NOWHERE?

After being advised that one section
of Bass Lake Road wasto be im-
proved thisyear, and that work would
be compl eted next year, it has become
apparent that those dates may be wish-
ful thinking.

While we wereled to understand
that work on the road wasto have
begun in June, now we hear that con-
struction has been held up dueto the
need to obtain easements from proper-
ty owners along the roadside to be
widened because cutsand fillswill
encroach on their property. Also, we

hear that the county is having trouble
getting the easementsfrom property
ownersaong therealigned section. So
now construction is supposed to start
sometimein the summer or possibly the
fall. Nevertheless, the devel oper agree-
ment with Hollow Oak providesthat
they can only havefifteen or so occu-
pancy permits before the road work is
substantially complete.

It is possible that Serrano might com-
plete both theintersection of realigned
Bass L ake Road with Serrano Parkway
and their portion of realigned Bass
L ake Road from there north to Bass
Lake by thefall. That means that Bass
L akeresidentswould have the opportu-
nity of getting to the freeway by cutting
through Serrano via Serrano Parkway
to El Dorado Hills Boulevard. When
the present SilvaValley Parkway exten-
sioniscomplete, one could take Serra-
no Parkway to SilvaValley Parkway
and then go under the freeway to Town
Center.

Add to thisthe emergence of the Sil-
ver Springs development, whichislo-
cated north of Bass L ake between
Greensprings Ranch and the existing
Bass Lake Road. We hear that the de-
veloper isanxiousto get going, and we
know that the county DOT has started
the process of obtaining the necessary
permits from the Corps of Engineers
and the Fish and Game Serviceto push
anew and realighed Bass L ake Road
from around Madera (the entrance to
Woodridge) north up to Green Valley
Road. &4

ATH oF JuLy

NO CUTS FOR OAK

KNOLL PARK

Thanksto the presence of John Th-
omson and Kathy Prevost at the EDH
CSD Finance Commmittee meetings,
funding for the operation of Oak Knall
Park and the swimming pool is assured
through next year.

As part of the budget process, the
CSD Finance Commitee considered
cutting programs at a number of recre-
ational sites, including our own Oak
Knoll Park. Early on, John and Kathy
were ableto point to increased use at
the pool this summer and the scarcity
of recreational facilitiesin the Bass
Lake community.

Asaresult, the Finance Committee
decided to recommend keeping the
budgeted amountsfor Oak Knoll at
their proposed level. In the 2005 fiscal
year budget, the park’s operating buget
will be $38,720 plus capital expendi-
tures of $4,635 for painting. The pro-
vision for fiscal year 2006 is about the
same, with some additional capital
expeditures contemplated for landscap-
ing.

Thanksto all of our neighbors who
hel ped us demonstrate the need for the
park and the pool by participating in
the swim program.. %
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EDH CSD ADOPTS 2004-
2005 BALANCED
BUDGET

Despite property tax revenue cuts,
the El Dorado Hills Community Ser-
vice District managed to craft a budget
for their coming fiscal year that main-
tainsthe servicelevelsof previous
years by utilizing some cutbacks and
dipping into rainy day funds. The
CSD’sannual budget isfor the fiscal
year that covers July 1 to June 30,
which conformsto the state and federal
fiscal year.

When the finance committee began
work on next year’s CSD budget in
May, prospects for balancing the bud-
get looked bleak. The district was fac-
ing arevenue cut of $850,000 out of
their previous $5.2 million revenue
projection for the coming year.

However, through selective spending
cuts, by deferring several construction
projects such asthe new administration
building, and judicious use of reserves
and contingency funds, thefinance
committee and the CSD staff were able
to come up with a budget that pre-
served the prior year'slevel of service.
The completed budget wasreviewed
and, after some discussion, approved
at the special CSD board meeting held
on June 24.

But finance committee members
Larry Brilliant and Joe Chinn caution
that the budget is based on the assump-
tion that ameasure limiting the ability
of the state to divert future property
tax funding fromlocal government
entitieslike the CSD will be onthe
ballot and passthis Fall. They noted
that if the ballot measure failsthey will
haveto revisit the budget process and
perhaps make some painful
decisions. &4
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BULLETIN ASKS FOR

DUST PLAN INFO

The Bulletin has asked Marcella
McTaggart, the EI Dorado County Air
Pollution Control Officer, for copies
of the Asbestos Dust Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan for both the Hollow Oak site
grading and what appearsto be a
rock-crushing or quarrying operation
making gravel inVillage Jin Serrano.
Therequest was made in an email
from our Editor on June 26. We have
also asked for air samplereadingsif
the mitigation planscall for air
sampling.

The Bulletin did so because resi-
dentsto thewindward side of these
operations have noticed dust blowing
and are concerned that the dust might
contain harmful asbestos fibers. Air
sample readings that show no asbestos
would calmresidents' fearsof
contamination. &4

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH KICKOFF

MEETING JULY 15

Residents of Woodridge and the
Hillsof El Dorado are invited to meet
with arepresentative from the El
Dorado County Sheriff’s Department
to explore setting up aneighborhood
Watch committeein the community.

The meeting will be held at 7
0’ clock inthe evening on Thursday
July 15 at the home of Paul Wong,
2066 Summer Drive. You are urged to
bring your own seating.

The California Highway Patrol has
a so beeninvited and will berepre-
sented by officer Greg Beckley. &4

I

“ Never believe that a few caring
people can’t change the world. For,
indeed, that’s all who ever have.”
— Margaret Mead
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CITYHOOD HURDLE
CLEARED WITH CSD

DONATION

Cityhood advocate John Hidahl and
histeam were in high spirits after the
directors of the El Dorado Hills Com-
munity Service District unanimously
voted to donate $30,000 to LAFCO to
defray the cost of performing thefiscal
impact study for El Dorado Hills city-
hood. The vote was held at a special
CSD board meeting held on Thursday
June 24.

In the discussion that preceded the
vote, the directors emphasized that the
money would go directly to LAFCO,
not to theincorporation committee, and
theinformation devel oped by the study
would further the CSD’s goal of fur-
nishing cityhood information to the
residents of El Dorado Hills.

The CSD donation, coupled with the
recent |oan of $25,000 from the El
Dorado Irrigation District, provided the
cityhood committee the fundsto meet
the requirement that $40,000 be depos-
ited with LAFCO by July 1 to cover
the cost of feasibility studiesand re-
search connected with the EDH city-
hood process. &4

EDH CSD WRESTLES
WITH CC&R
ENFORCEMENT

Most residents are not aware that
many years ago the CSD agreed to
enforcethe Covenants, Conditionsand
Restrictions (CC&Rs) for El Dorado
Hills for the amount of $10 per year
per home. Whilethiswas a pioneering
move at the time, the then CSD Board
failed to providefor any increasein the
amount of the fee over the years. Con-
sequently, in recent yearsthe District
has subsidized the CC& R enforcement
process. Therecent increasein Design
Review Committee fees offset the defi-
cit, but over thelong run the DRC fees
will decrease ratably with the decrease
in the number of new homes built. The
Board must face this questionin the
coming years, but thereisno easy
answer.$
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THE PRESIDENT'S
LETTER

A Little Bit of Thisand That:

Our very own Oak Knoll pool ishow
open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
from 1 o’ clock to 4 0’ clock in the af -
ternoon through August 14 for your
summer funinthesun! | understand
the swimming lessons and aquacise are
well enjoyed and there might even be
some spots still open for future swim-
mers. | was happy to see that our own
neighborhood pool survived the budget
cutsfrom the El Dorado Hills Commu-
nity Services District thisyear.

Mark your calendar and plan to at-
tend aNeighborhood Watch meeting
scheduled for Thursday, July 15 at 7
0’ clock inthe evening at the home of
Paul Wong, 2066 Summer Drive
(bring your own chairs). A member of
the Sheriff’s Department will bethere
to discuss how to form agroup in our
area. We hope to solve some of our
speeding issues through the auspi ces of
aneighborhood watch committee as
well as contribute to the safety of our
areal

Safeway, who is building four new
storesin the greater Sacramento area,
is planning to open a 55,000 square
foot storein El Dorado Hillsin mid-
2005. It will be part of the Green Val-
ley Marketplace, which will consist of
110,000 square feet of retail space set
on 14 acres at the northeastern corner
of Green Valley and Francisco Drive.
The Safeway store will sport a crafts-
man design and will have agas station
aswell. The other new Safeway stores
will be set in Rancho Cordova, Elk
Grove, and Placerville (to replace the
old Safeway there now).
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Whilewalking down Summer Drive
recently on aWednesday evening
around 8:30, | spied something moving
beside atrashcan in the gutter area.
Much to my surprise, it was a snake
that rapidly coiled in adefensive move.
I quickly moved away fromit and let
the snake return to Mother Nature,
whichinthis caseis probably the natu-
ral wetland area.

It was probably only a Sacramento
King Snake or gopher snake, but
snakes are still something to be aware
of whilewalking inthe evenings
around our area. They often stretch
out across the roads which are still
warm from the days heat, and that is
what this one was doing. Also be
awarethey will lie next to buildings by
thresholds which arewarm. So watch
your step!

If you areinterested in learning more
about the incorporation of El Dorado
Hills, you will find alink to the city-
hood committee on our website. They
have raised most of the fundsthey
need, unlessthey haveto draft anew
Environment Impact Report. Hopeful-
ly we can learn more about the pros
and cons of cityhood for our area as
the process movesforward.

| received an answer to my letter to
EDC District 1 Supervisor Rusty Du-
pray regarding my concerns of linking
Serrano Parkway to Bass Lake Road
before the realignment of the latter is
completed. Rusty said that while he
wished that nothing could be built until
the roads are all adequate, this was not
possible. He also stated the CHP
would further patrol and ticket speed-
ersand irresponsible drivers. To wit,
we noticed aCHP officer lurking inthe
dusk around a corner of theroad this
past week.

Happy Fourth of July!

Rathy Prevost
President
Bass Lake Action Committee

Y
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%

Happy
4th

EL DORADO COUNTY
LAFCO FEES HIGH?

In Riverside County in Southern
Cdlifornia, the cost of city incorpora-
tions have ranged from $50,000 to
$150,000 based on the experience of
several incorporation efforts of the
past five years.

Currently, the Menifee Valley Incor-
poration Committeeismoving forward
with studiesfor the Riverside County
LAFCO to determineif their commu-
nity would be viable as a city. The 42-
square-mile areaof the Menifee Valley
community, the areathat would be-
comethe new city, includes about
40,000 people.

Menifee'sincorporation group must
raise $100,000 for a study to deter-
mineif the area could support the cost
of acity government. The study would
answer such guestions aswhether the
area between Perrisand Murrieta
generates enough tax revenue to sup-
port amunicipal government and
whether serviceswould be on par with
those now provided by the county, a
legal requirement for cityhood.

The question ariseswhy the El Do-
rado Hills cityhood proponents may be
forced to come up with over $300,000
to perform what appears to be the
same type of study for El Dorado
County LAFCO.

It's an interesting question. No
doubt John Hidahl and the El Dorado
Hills Incorporation Committee are
asking the sasmething. &
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Green shaded area outlined in black is proposed city of EI Dorado Hills

PROPOSED EDH CITY

LIMITS SET

The proposed city limits on which
thefeasibility studiesfor El Dorado
Hillscityhood will be based have been
drawn. Representatives of the cityhood
committee, LAFCO and the EDH CSD
met in June and agreed on the proposed
boundary.

The establishment of the areathe
city would cover was necessary
because the fiscal studies must
determinetherevenue availableto the
city, theamount of which can only be
determined if the properties proposed
to beincluded in the city are known.

Changesto these proposed city limits
are possible, but in any case afinal
map must be in place by July of 2005
to comply with the requirements of the
cityhood ballot measure.

A detailed map of the proposed city
limitsisavailable at edhcity.org on the
internet, the websitefor the cityhood
committee. Click on Documents.

A link to the map is also available
onthe BLAC website. 4
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BLAC WEBSITE PROVES

POPULAR

The June usage statistics for the
BLAC website basslakeaction.org
show aconsistently high hit ratefrom
anumber of users. June saw atotal of
over 4,000 hitsto the site. Almost half
of these hitswere direct, that isthe site
was directly requested, and did not
comeinfrom asearch engine. Howev-
er, asfar as search engines go, Yahoo
edged out Googlein referring usersto
thesite. 4
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